
Bring it Home: Engaging Families 
in Civic Teaching & Learning
Utah PTA Advocacy Conference
November 9, 2022

Presenter: Judi Hilman, Co-Facilitator
Utah Civic Learning Collaborative 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Honored to be here to visit with all of you and to see your commitment to civics education. Let’s interact throughout. 
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FOCUS AREAS OR “BUCKETS” 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s begin by describing the UCLC’s “buckets” or categories of promising practices in civics education. CONSTITUTIONAL LITERACY: This bucket includes the more traditional classroom approaches: …learning about the Constitution and foundations of our government. This bucket helps ensure that whatever civic action or skill building is undertaken by students, that those activities are INFORMED by knowledge of our government and how it works at different levels. It’s safe to say this is a strong area for Utah classrooms. To help support ALL educators, UEN (Utah Education Network) has created a Constitution Hub: https://emedia.uen.org/hubs/constitution (QR code next slide) . I really want to recommend this tool (UCLC helped curate items)—it’s not just for teachers but for all who would like to brush up on their learning about the Constitution! ACADEMIC SERVICE LEARNING, etc: From our Listening Tour we know this is of rapidly growing interest for teachers…But teachers need help navigating valid  and appropriate opportunities for service and civic skill building. We are building a new Directory to these experiences: where each opportunity is tied to core academic standards.MEDIA LITERACY & DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP:	Another increasingly critical area that has applications across all academic subjects. Since so much of civic life happens in digital spaces, we need to teach students how to “do good” and have civil dialogue online. CHARACTER, SCHOOL CULTURE, PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE “Soft Skills”…Like empathy, collaboration, listening, inclusive dispositionsThe school climate is most students’ first experience of civic life: educational leaders can do plenty to make this positive and conducive to building civic dispositions



Check out the UEN’s Constitution Hub! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Don’t forget to check this out! 



PURPOSES of the UCLC

BUILD
Build on partnerships & innovations 
occurring in K-12.

SUPPORT
Help educators leverage research on best 
practices in civics & character education; 
curate curriculum content.

CONNECT
Connect nonprofits with classrooms to facilitate 
young peoples’ lifelong engagement in civic life.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is what we do at the UCLC:We really want parents  and parent leaders involved! 



REPORT FINDINGS: A 3-WAY 
CONSENSUS ON ENGAGING PARENTS? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Utah’s think tanks and higher education institutions have a strong consensus on engaging parents and families. Sutherland really leads with this emphasis and has amassed compelling data to support parents’ involvement



REPORT FINDINGS: A 3-WAY 
CONSENSUS ON ENGAGING PARENTS? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
UVU’s Center for Constitutional Studies is also super helpful on this front. The newish Civic Thought and Leadership Initiative is bringing resources to bare



REPORT FINDINGS: A 3-WAY 
CONSENSUS ON ENGAGING PARENTS? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
…and our own listening tour (and report) affirms all the positive and forthright ways to engage parents in civic learning. 



Sutherland’s Key Findings (June 2021)
Survey of Utahns 18 & >, including parents of children age 5-17 (n=600) + focus groups

• Civics education is a top 3 priority for subjects covered in K-12, along with math 
and English.

• A supermajority of teachers & parents want to restore “a robust civics education 
in our public schools.”

• Teachers & parents agree that the top 3 most important skills that graduates 
should have are: critical thinking, open-mindedness/acceptance, and 
responsibilities of being a citizen.

• Teachers & parents believe civics education should: begin in elementary school, 
last through high school, and be integrated into all academic subject areas.

• Testing is seen as less critical than transparency for parents in what is being 
taught in the educational system.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sutherland findings related to engaging parents and families…At 1st we were surprised to find civics up there with math and English—now we get it. It’s not just about what kids need: It’s about what the entire community needs to solve problems and have civil dialogueReally gratifying to hear that civics belongs in every grade level and all academic subjects. Indeed it does. Yeah, about testing and multiple choice tests: students can prepare for these tests and even ace them, but then most will promptly forget that content. Transparency for parents is critical: 99 times out of 100 when parents see what teachers are planning and teaching, they are able to trust the teacher. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sutherland (and UCLC) wants civic engagement to be informed by deep knowledge of the laws, rights, and the Constitution. Only that way can civic action (or activism) be truly effective. Makes sense. You can see some of the Portrait of a Graduate competencies (like tolerance and respect for others) also ranking high Along with historical literacy and thinking skills. You can learn so much from historical actors and their civic actions. 



Why the disconnect between educators’ commitment to 
civics and Utahns’ preparation for civic life? Theories: 

1. Teachers overconfident about how well civics is taught?
2. Is there a retention problem? 
3. Lack of emphasis in the dispositions that helps students 

care about civics?
4. Problem is not w/K-12: civics teaching is not reinforced in 

early adulthood?
5. Problem is not w/our education system at all, but with our 

civic culture…?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we turn to UVU’s recent studies…They found a disconnect between educators’ commitment to civics and Utahns preparation for civic life. Some of their speculations are really provocative and worth discussing…



If commitment to civic life has no place at the dinner 
table or if partisan polarization sours citizens on the 
public square, it may be that no amount of civic 
instruction will save us. 

…The solution lies not only with K-12 teachers but 
with the commitment each of us has to civil 
engagement.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This goes to the heart of our topic, continuing civic learning at home or at the dinner table:The responsibility lies with teachers, BUT IT CAN’T STOP THERE…We all need to be part of the solution by finding better ways to connect with and contribute to civic life. 



Portion of Instructional Time Spent on Civics Education

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I was surprised at how high these came out. Imagining civics ed was very broadly defined for these measures. 



Which Civic Skills & Dispositions…do you teach or facilitate? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I just love this…As we embrace opportunity to teach civics and build civic disposiitons at every grade level, we do well to attend to the developmental nuances of what students are ready to learn. Notice how teaching civility continues through the years. 



What most incentivizes you to include civics in your teaching? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The motivations are intrinsic from lower to upper grades: preparing future voters. But the standards also drive the motivation to teach civics. 



Utah Civic Learning Collaborative  Key Findings
Survey of >400 teachers and administrators

• Teachers need support and guidance when it comes to addressing 
contentious issues facing their students and community.

• Teachers need help establishing trust and transparency with parents about 
what they are teaching and why. 

• Elementary teachers struggle to find enough time to cover civics.
• Teachers want to adopt interdisciplinary approaches to teaching civics, but 

they need time and practical support to sustain these efforts. 
• Media literacy and digital citizenship should be cultivated across all 

disciplines. 
• Civic teaching needs to accommodate different learning needs and 

backgrounds. Civic teaching needs to adapt to different learning contexts. 
• Teachers admit they need their own training in civic life.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From our listening tour November 2021 through May 2022, we learned so much about what educators need to embrace the “civic mission of schools” (yup, the originally purpose of public schools was to prepare young people for civic life!). These findings profoundly shape our efforts for the coming year. You (parents) will be glad to know teachers want to have better transparency with parents (they just need help doing this, and that’s what we’re going to give them). The listening tour was not easy, but the take homes made it really worthwhile! 



UCLC: RECOMMENDATIONS by PROBLEM
PROBLEM RECOMMENDED SOLUTION

Time constraints • Encourage interdisciplinary approaches (ex: “Citizen Math”).
• Civics-in-All: ALL grade levels and ALL academic subjects 
• Leverage HB273 Local Innovation Grants

Civics is 
controversial…

• Bring parents and families into the conversation re-how to teach civil dialogue
• Support transparency with parents about what’s bring taught and why
• Professional development on how to facilitate discussion re-current events & sensitive 

topics
Academic Service 
Learning needs 
structural support

• Build on UCLC’s Directory of Academic Service Learning opportunities
• Curate opportunities
• Tie opportunities to core academic standards

How do we teach 
patriotism & respect 
for our Democracy

• Address the “crisis of faith” in American institutions (Yuval Levin)
• We already aim for a lifelong love of reading…why not a lifelong love of liberty? 

Hone in on
character, P of G

• Highlight models of effective approaches to realizing the vision in Portrait of a Graduate.
• Leverage Utah’s new Ethnic Studies requirement 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s another, more practical way to see how the listening tour has shaped the UCLC’s agenda. You can see a prominent role for parents in many areas. AT the very least, we need families to support civic learning and civic engagement after and around the school day. 



GROWING THE ROLE 
OF PARENTS IN
CIVICS EDUCATION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
By way of review, here’s how we imagine the role of parents and families in strengthening civic teaching and building civic dispositions…



Constitutional 
Literacy/Classroom 

Instruction

Academic Service 
Learning, Skill 

Building, Simulations

Media Literacy & 
Digital Citizenship

Character, School 
Culture, Portrait of a 

Graduate “Soft Skills” 

BACK TO OUR BUCKETS… 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Remember our “buckets?”Let’s look at “hooks” for parents for each of these…



Constitutional Literacy & Classroom Instruction
• Make use of NEW PARENTS GUIDES!

• Take advantage of transparency 
around what’s being taught

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The USBE made a smart move to create these handy “parent guides” to the core standards for every grade and subject. Take full advantage of these! You’ll find plenty of support here for your children’s success. Instead of having to comb through the lengthy core standards, you can work from these concise summaries. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pA5kOgV6hwdw0ydWVGYMVgGYzMLEL-xQmwJxy3jHIp4/edit?usp=sharing


Academic Service Learning & Civic Skill Building
• Watch for the new DIRECTORY 

of ACADEMIC SERVICE 
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
(see student/parent interface)

• Push for Whole-Classroom 
approaches

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are building the Directory as we speak. It includes a toolkit for parents and families. Take advantage of this: remember that kids learn BY DOING. Let’s help them do things to apply what they are learning.To our credit, Utah is #1 for service: our Directory builds on that strong foundation to ensure that all service is tied to academic study of the issues underlying the need for service. Whole-classroom approaches make it possible for kids who work part time to participate in service. 



Media Literacy & Digital Citizenship

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Look familiar? 



Media Literacy & Digital Citizenship

• Say NO to this.
• Keep eye out for 

more digital wellness 
training

• Check out 
#UseTech4Good

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is what we don’t want to see. This year we are collaborating with EPIK/Deliberate Digital on a Digital Wellness Institute similar to the one offered to the Utah PTA. 



Character, School Culture, Portrait of a Graduate “Soft Skills” 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So if there is a parents’ version of Portrait of a Graduate, to support those goals, this is it. It’s helpful to walk through these Es. 



Resources for the 5 Es

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Get it here. 



Portrait of a Graduate “Soft Skills” Start, and never end, at home…

• Seek to model civil dialogue and discussion about 
sensitive or divisive topics at the dinner table

• Resources
BridgeUSA.org: high school chapters focus on teaching 
students how to engage in political discussion and have 
productive conversations on hard topics through empathy and 
open-discussion.

Startswithus.org: a movement to 
foster curiosity, compassion, and courage as daily habits to 
overcome the polarization, blind tribalism, and dehumanization 
threatening the social fabric of our communities.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are just 2 groups that help foster dialogue and understanding across or beyond partisan divides. We’d be curious what you think of them. These kinds of initiatives are popping up all over. 



DISCUSSION



JOIN THE UCLC

Parents are warmly 
welcome! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Seriously, for the UCLC this feels like the year of the parents. Come to a meeting, see what we’re about, let’s tackle these things together! 
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